
Stage a community event about 
Unsung Women who Changed America 

Do-It-Yourself Screening Kit:
Ynés Mexía

Bring the story of this groundbreaking Mexican American botanist—
who in her fifties discovered more than 500 plant species—

to your community.



ABOUT THE SERIES

UNLADYLIKE2020 is an innovative multimedia series featuring diverse and 

little-known American heroines from the early years of feminism, and the 

women who now follow in their footsteps. Presenting history in a bold new 

way, the rich biographies of 26 women who broke barriers in 

male-dominated fields 100 years ago, such as science, business, politics, 

journalism, sports, and the arts, are brought back to life through rare 

archival imagery, captivating original artwork and animation, and interviews 

with historians, descendants, and accomplished women of today who reflect 

on the influence of these pioneers.

Narrated by Julianna Margulies (ER, The Good Wife, Billions) and Lorraine 

Toussaint (Selma, Orange is the New Black, The Glorias), the series features 26 

ten-to-twelve-minute animated documentary films released digitally on 

PBS’s flagship biography series American Masters, along with a television 

hour on PBS showcasing the stories of trailblazers in politics and civil rights, 

plus a resource-rich interactive website, a grades 6 through 12 U.S. history 

curriculum on PBS LearningMedia, and a nationwide community 

engagement and screening initiative staged in partnership with public 

television stations and community organizations.

Although the series was timed to honor the 100th anniversary of the 1920 

passage of the 19th Amendment giving women suffrage, this content is 

evergreen, and merits screening and discussion anytime! This kit aims to give 

you all the tools you need to bring Ynés Mexía’s inspiring journey to your 

community. 

“I don’t think 
there’s any 
place in the 
world where a 
woman can’t 
venture.”
—YNÉS MEXÍA
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Julianna Margulies
Narrator

Lorraine Toussaint
Narrator



ABOUT YNÉS MEXÍA

Ynés Mexía (1870-1938) began her scientific career late in life, after 
recovering from mental health issues. The Mexican American joined the 
Sierra Club and the budding environmental movement in San Francisco in 
the 1910s, became interested in botany, and enrolled as an undergraduate 
at the University of California, Berkeley at age 51. She subsequently led 
expeditions across Mexico, Central America, and South America, becoming 
one of the most prolific plant collectors of her time. She spent two-and-half 
years traveling some 3,000 miles along the Amazon River from its delta to 
its source in the Andes Mountains. In a 13-year career as a specimen 
collector for botanical institutions around the U.S, she discovered over 500 
new plant species, of which 50 are named in her honor. 

WHO IS INTERVIEWED?

Durlynn Anema, author of over 15 books including two biographies of 
Ynés Mexía: The Perfect Specimen: The 20th Century Renown Botanist Ynes 
Mexia, and Ynes Mexia: Botanist and Adventurer. 

“Over the last three decades there has been a lot of talk about 
including women in STEM...and progress has been made, but we 
still have a long way to go, especially the representation of women 
from immigrant communities and women of color in science, to 
be in leadership roles, to be recognized for their contributions.”
— INA VANDEBROEK, PH.D
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Ina Vandebroek, Ph.D, the Matthew Calbraith Perry Associate Curator 
and Caribbean Program Director at The New York Botanical Garden, an 
ethnobotanist who studies the relationships between plant diversity, 
traditional knowledge, and community livelihood in Bolivia, the Dominican 
Republic, Jamaica, and New York City. 



 

Why is it important to celebrate Ynés Mexía’s accomplishments as a botanist and woman in 

STEM?

What do you think led Mexía to devote her life to the scientific study of plants?

According to the National Science Foundation, women comprise 43% of the workforce of 

scientists and engineers under 75 years old in the U.S. For those under 29 years old, women 

comprise 56% of the science and engineering workforce. Do you feel that opportunities for 

women in STEM have improved since the time Ynés Mexía was a STEM pioneer? Do you 

think women and girls are encouraged to pursue careers in STEM fields today?

Mexía started the career she is known for when she was 51 - how does this contrast with 

societal expectations?

How might Mexía’s childhood have prepared her for life as a botanist?

In the digital short, Dr. Vandebroek states that women studying botany was (and still is) 

more socially acceptable within the science community. Why? 

 

EVENT/PROGRAMMING IDEAS 

If your community has a botanical garden, invite a woman botanist to share her career 

journey and to discuss the importance of plants in human life.

Take it outside! Challenge audience members to identify a plant in their own backyard. 

PlantSnap is a free app for your phone that identifies plants based on a photo. 

Explore Ynés Mexía’s botanical specimens in the New York Botanical Garden’s virtual 

herbarium: http://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/.

Have a conversation about new career opportunities that may exist in STEM fields.

Have local teachers and researchers make a presentation about the new frontiers of 

STEM research. 
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DISCUSSION PROMPTS

https://www.plantsnap.com/
http://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/


RESOURCE/READING LIST

PBS LearningMedia UNLADYLIKE2020 Ynés Mexía Teaching Resource

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ull20-ynes-mexia/unladylike2020-video/ 

Biodiversity Library Exhibition. “Early Women in Science: Ynés Mexía”.

http://earlywomeninscience.biodiversityexhibition.com/en/card/ynes-enriquetta-julietta-mexia

Kate Siber. “How Finding Rare Plants Saved Ynés Mexia's Life.” Outside Magazine, Feb 20, 2019.

https://www.outsideonline.com/2390204/ynes-mexia-plant-collector

Elizabeth Kiernan. “Late Bloomer: The Short, Prolific Career of Ynés Mexia.” New York Botanical 

Garden, February 26, 2015.

https://www.nybg.org/blogs/science-talk/2015/02/late-bloomer-the-short-prolific-career-of-yn

es-mexia/

PROMOTIONAL RESOURCES FOR YOUR EVENT 

Please visit https://unladylike2020.com/host-an-event/ to view a full list of promotional resources 

for your event, such as a social media toolkit, press release, audience evaluation form, and more. 
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—YNÉS MEXÍA

“I have a job where I produce something real and lasting.”

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ull20-ynes-mexia/unladylike2020-video/
http://earlywomeninscience.biodiversityexhibition.com/en/card/ynes-enriquetta-julietta-mexia
https://www.outsideonline.com/2390204/ynes-mexia-plant-collector
https://www.nybg.org/blogs/science-talk/2015/02/late-bloomer-the-short-proli%EF%AC%81c-career-of-ynes-mexia/
https://unladylike2020.com/host-an-event/


@unladylike2020

 #Unladylike2020PBS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

www.unladylike2020.com 

Learn about our nationwide 

community engagement events, 

educational curriculum, and other 

extraordinary women.

FOLLOW US: EMAIL US:

 For other inquiries email us at 

info@unladylike2020.com. 

UNLADYLIKE2020 is a production of Unladylike Productions, LLC in association with THIRTEEN’s American 
Masters. Executive Producers for UNLADYLIKE2020 are Charlotte Mangin and Sandra Rattley. Executive 

Producer for American Masters is Michael Kantor.

This screening kit was written by Mariana Surillo, UNLADYLIKE2020 Associate Producer and Alice Quinlan, 
UNLADYLIKE2020 Impact Operations Producer. 

 © 2020 Unladylike Productions, LLC. All rights reserved.
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