Do-It-Yourself Screening Kit:
Annie Smith Peck
Bring the story of this trailblazing mountaineer and suﬀragist
to your community. Peck was the ﬁrst person to conquer
Mount Huascarán, Peru, one of the highest peaks in the
Western Hemisphere.
Stage a community event about
Unsung Women who Changed America

ABOUT THE SERIES
UNLADYLIKE2020 is an innovative multimedia series featuring diverse and
little-known American heroines from the early years of feminism, and the
women who now follow in their footsteps. Presenting history in a bold new
way, the rich biographies of 26 women who broke barriers in
male-dominated ﬁelds 100 years ago, such as science, business, politics,
journalism, sports, and the arts, are brought back to life through rare
archival imagery, captivating original artwork and animation, and interviews
with historians, descendants, and accomplished women of today who
reﬂect on the inﬂuence of these pioneers.
Narrated by Julianna Margulies (ER, The Good Wife, Billions) and Lorraine
Toussaint (Selma, Orange is the New Black, The Glorias), the series features
26 ten-to-twelve-minute animated documentary ﬁlms released digitally on
PBS’s ﬂagship biography series American Masters, along with a television
hour on PBS showcasing the stories of trailblazers in politics and civil rights,
plus a resource-rich interactive website, a grades 6 through 12 U.S. history
curriculum on PBS LearningMedia, and a nationwide community
engagement and screening initiative staged in partnership with public
television stations and community organizations.

“Being always a
ﬁrm believer in
the equality of
the sexes, I felt
that any great
achievement
would be of
great advantage
to my sex. We
should be free to
do whatever we
think we are
qualiﬁed for.”
—ANNIE SMITH PECK

Although the series was timed to honor the 100th anniversary of the 1920
passage of the 19th Amendment giving women suﬀrage, this content is
evergreen, and merits screening and discussion anytime! This kit aims to
give you all the tools you need to bring Annie Smith Peck’s inspiring journey
to your community.

Julianna Margulies
Narrator

Lorraine Toussaint
Narrator
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ABOUT ANNIE SMITH PECK
Annie Smith Peck (1850-1935), one of the ﬁrst women in America to
become a college professor, taught Latin, elocution, and archaeology, and
took up mountain climbing in her forties. She gained international fame in
1895 when she ﬁrst summited the Matterhorn in the Swiss Alps — not only
for her daring ascent, but because she undertook the climb wearing pants
rather than a cumbersome skirt. In 1908, at age 58 and after ﬁve failed
attempts, Peck was the ﬁrst mountaineer ever to conquer Mount Huascarán
in Peru, one of the highest peaks in the Western Hemisphere (22,205 feet).
The northern peak of the mountain was named Cumbre Aña Peck in her
honor. A dedicated supporter of women’s suﬀrage, she hung a “Votes for
Women” banner on her summit of Mount Coropuna in Peru in 1911. She
continued to climb mountains into her eighties and also attempted to pursue
a career in international diplomacy.

“Peck is this inspirational ﬁgure, both in terms of climbing, but
also in terms of women's rights—because we're still marching,
we're still climbing, we're still demanding equality.”
—HANNAH KIMBERLEY

WHO IS INTERVIEWED?

Hannah Kimberley, educator and author of A Woman’s Place is at the Top:
A Biography of Annie Smith Peck (2017).

Vanessa O’Brien, mountaineer who completed the Explorers Grand
Slam, holds a Guinness World Record for summiting the Seven Summits in
295 days, the fastest time by a woman, and is the ﬁrst American woman to
summit K2.
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EVENT/PROGRAMMING IDEAS
Invite a mountaineer to speak about his/her experience, how to train for mountain
climbing, and more.
Take it outside! Encourage community members to download the app AllTrails to ﬁnd
hiking trails near their home and plan their next outdoor activity.
Encourage residents to become citizens of science, by joining and/or supporting scientiﬁc
research projects in their communities. SciStarter is a great resource where viewers can
start searching for opportunities in their community.

DISCUSSION PROMPTS
Why is it important to know about and celebrate mountaineer Annie Smith Peck?
Why did Peck become famous for climbing the Matterhorn? How was she challenging social
norms?
How was mountaineering diﬀerent during Peck’s time? Discuss some of Peck’s inventions to
help her climb in extreme weather.
Discuss some of the challenges faced by Peck when climbing with men. Do you think women
still face these challenges today?
What are the qualities that you think make a good mountaineer?
Why do you think people feel compelled to climb mountains?
What do you think drives a person to be the “ﬁrst” to do something?
Compare and contrast Peck and the other female climber Fanny Bullock Workman who
surpassed Peck’s record of scaling the highest peak. How are they similar and how are they
diﬀerent?
How do you think ageism can be addressed? Do you think Annie Smith Peck ever felt
restricted by age? How do you think ageism impacts you, your family members, or others
that you know? Why or why not?
Peck was inspired by the lecture circuit and then later became a speaker. What do you think
are the qualities of a good public speaker? Have you ever been inspired by a speech? Why?

DO-IT-YOURSELF SCREENING KIT: ANNIE SMITH PECK

4

RESOURCE/READING LIST
PBS LearningMedia UNLADYLIKE2020 Annie Smith Peck Teaching Resource
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ull20-annie-smith-peck-video/unladylike2020/
Annie Smith Peck, American National Biography, Milbry C. Polk.
https://www.anb.org/view/10.1093/anb/9780198606697.001.0001/anb-9780198606697-e-209
1931;jsessionid=8114444361B51D4BC099D892BC1FB484
Annie Smith Peck, Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame.
http://www.riheritagehalloﬀame.org/inductees_detail.cfm?iid=622
Annie Smith Peck, 1850-1935. Scholar and Mountaineer, Dr. Russell A. Potter, Rhode Island
College.
http://www.ric.edu/faculty/rpotter/smithpeck.html
Three Things to Know About Pants-Wearing Mountaineer Annie Smith Peck, Kat Eschner,
Smithsonian Magazine.
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/three-things-know-about-pants-wearing-moun
taineer-annie-smith-peck-180965297/

“I decided that I would do what I could to show that women had as
much brains as men, and could do things as well if she gave them
her undivided attention.”
—ANNIE SMITH PECK

PROMOTIONAL RESOURCES FOR YOUR EVENT
Please visit https://unladylike2020.com/host-an-event/ to view a full list of promotional resources
for your event, such as a social media toolkit, press release, audience evaluation form, and more.
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UNLADYLIKE2020 is a production of Unladylike Productions, LLC in association with THIRTEEN’s American
Masters. Executive Producers for UNLADYLIKE2020 are Charlotte Mangin and Sandra Rattley. Executive
Producer for American Masters is Michael Kantor.
This screening kit was written by Mariana Surillo, UNLADYLIKE2020 Associate Producer, and Alice Quinlan,
UNLADYLIKE2020 Impact Operations Producer.
© 2020 Unladylike Productions, LLC. All rights reserved.

This resource is made possible by the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities, National Endowment for the
Humanities, and Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

Graphic design by Incendiary Designs.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

FOLLOW US:

For other inquiries email us at

www.unladylike2020.com
Learn about our nationwide
community engagement events,
educational curriculum, and other
extraordinary women.

EMAIL US:

info@unladylike2020.com.
@unladylike2020
#Unladylike2020PBS

